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Revived and much debated in the wake of accelerated globalisation in the 1990s, the 
cosmopolitan ethos stands at a crossroads today. The political resurgence of nationalism and 
isolationism in large parts of the world is evident, yet so is the force of myriad counter-
movements – both on an individual and collective level – that resist the closure of societies 
and identities. By focusing on literary manifestations and representations of envisioned or 
practical cosmopolitanism (both historically and in the present), this half-day workshop will 
explore the contradictory and contested dimensions of the cosmopolitan aspiration to belong 
to a community envisioned as ‘the world’. Cosmopolitanism is certainly necessary in an age of 
extreme social inequality and Anthropocene climate change – but is it viable? The assumption 
here is that literature, by dint of its public and transgressive nature, provides a unique and 
privileged point of entry to grapple with that question. 
 

9.00 - 9.05   Welcome 

9.05 - 10.05   Invited speakers 

Andrea Riemenschnitter (Zürich/ FRIAS)  
World, Globe, or Planet? Eco-cosmopolitan Questions of Belonging 

 
Shu-mei Shih (UCLA/HKU) 
A Critique of Postcolonial Theory and Its Non-cosmopolitan 
Orientation 

 
Daniel Hartley (Leeds) 
‘Dead Letters’: Impersonality and World Literature as Mourning in 
Ivan Vladislavić’s Double Negative. 

 
10.05 - 10.45  Panel discussion, guest speakers’ mutual response to their papers 

followed by an open discussion 
 
10.45 - 11:00  Coffee  
 
11.00 - 12.00 Short papers by participants  

Eugenia Kelbert (Guest Researcher at SU) 
  Eugene Jolas and the Making of Modernist Cosmopolitanism 
 



 
Jobst Welge (SU) 
The Limits of Cosmopolitanism in Contemporary Latin American 
Literature 
 
Stefan Helgesson (SU) 
Léopold Senghor and the Embodiment of Cosmopolitanism 
 
Louise Nilsson (SU) 
Writing oneself into World History. Crime Fiction, Neutrality and 
War Narratives 
 

12.00 - 12.30  Discussion 
 
13.00  Lunch at Kräftan 


